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Homecoming Weekend 
Auction and Concert Celebrate 25th Anniversary 

September  2007 

Witnessing The Living Word to West Central Ohio 

     On June 13, 1982, WTLW 
signed on the air for the first 
time.  It was also in the 
1980’s when the station 
launched its first benefit   
auction.  No one at the time 
knew it would become an   
annual tradition drawing 
hundreds of attendees back 
year after year.  Auction         

c oordinator Sheri Ketner sees the event as much 
more than just a fundraiser. “The day is a home-
coming of people who have some connection with 
TV-44 and Christ. We literally see many of these 
folks once a year and its at the auction,” she says.   

This year’s selection of items has never been 
better. Cars, antiques, new and used furniture 
have been pouring into the station with little 
room to spare.  For a full listing of items, visit 
www.wtlw.com. Also listed are descriptions of 

amazing getaway 
packages to be sold 
at noon on auction 
day. As part of 
“Homecoming 
Weekend” a concert 
will be held on   
Sunday from 1 pm 

to 4pm.  Guest    

musicians include 
Kelly Connor Spallin-
ger, the Jeff Phail 
Band, Jim Boedicker, 
Tony Pero and Mich-
ele Connor. Food will 
be available including 
sandwiches and 
homemade ice cream. 
Family and friends 
are invited! 

 
 

Saturday, Sept.  8 
Registration 8:30 a.m. 
Bidding starts at 9:00 a.m. 
Sports Memorabilia 10:00 am 
Antique Furniture at 11:00 a.m. 
Pampered Chef Pie at Noon 
Get-a-way Trips at Noon 
More Furniture at 1:00 p.m. 
Used Cars at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, Sept.  9 
Sunday Concert 1- 4 p.m.  

Music, Food and Homemade Ice Cream. 

Sheri Ketner 
Auction Coordinator 

John Oman, Auctioneer 

Both the auction and the 
concert will be held under 
the Big Top. 
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Kelly Connor Spallinger:  
35 Years of Singing for her Savior 
By Christina Ryan Claypool 

TAKE ONE 

TV-44’s Live Wire producer 
Kelly Connor Spallinger is  
excited about beginning the 
show’s new season on Septem-
ber 18th. She believes that the 
half-hour weekly program, 
which she and her husband 
Tim Spallinger co-host,       
provides an opportunity “to 
encourage other musicians to 
minister for Jesus name,” said 
the Lafayette native. 

Kelly understands the     
importance of using the talent 
that God has given you, since 
she is blessed with an amazing 
musical gift herself. She is 
well-known, not only in the 
Lima area, but nationally due 
to having recorded 19 albums 
and CDs. The seasoned singer 
was nominated for a Dove 
award in the mid-nineties. 

The 44-year-old Allen East 
graduate began her career in 
music the same week that she 
gave her life to Christ at the 
tender age of nine. While     
attending a Vacation Bible 
School at the Lima Baptist 
Temple, Kelly and her cousin 
Melanie sang the hymn He 
Touched Me for the Friday 
Night VBS concert. 

This first public perform-
ance was broadcast on WTGN 
radio. People listening were 
amazed that “we could sing  
harmony at age nine, but that 
was from listening to the 
Sweet Adelines,” explained 
Kelly. She often accompanied 
her mom Carol Connor to the 
female Barbershop group’s 
practices. 

Kelly’s entire family is very 
musical, and by age 15, she 
became a member of the group 
Fresh Surrender with some 
other local musicians includ-
ing Jim Boedicker. For 7 or 8 
years, Kelly toured the         
tri-state area and made two 
albums at the Gaither Studios 
with Fresh Surrender. She 
later hosted TV-44’s former 
Music Line show interviewing 
nationally known musicians. 

However, life has not been 
without heartache for the    
acclaimed performer who    
experienced both a brain     
tumor and a “devastating        
divorce” in the mid-nineties.  
After a time of personal     
healing, Kelly found solace in 
singing for her Savior once 
again. 

She is also the mother of 
two grown sons Kory, 23, and 
Dillon, 20, and two stepsons 
Eli, 16, and Ian, 9, since her 
marriage to Tim Spallinger in 
June 2004. 

Kelly encourages musicians 
interested in appearing on 
Live Wire to send a non-
professional demo and photo to 
her at the WTLW studios. She 
said, “People love Live 
Wire…to listen to the          
music…to see people they 
know.” 

Kelly’s TV-44 debut in 1982. 

Live Wire 

Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 7 pm 
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World Evangelism Update  
with Bob Placie 

Join Bob as he interviews Overseas Council CEO 
Dr. David Baer.  This dynamic ministry is at the 
forefront of world evangelism. They work with 
seminaries around the globe to raise up Christian 
leaders to support the explosion of Christianity in 
Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.   

Monday, Sept. 10 at 7 pm,  Tuesday, Sept. 11 at 10:30 pm 

After months of planning, 
fundraising and installation 
delays, WTLW’s tower light 
has been completed.  The old 
electrical conduit and strobes 
were replaced with a state-of-
the-art system. The control 
panels are now installed on the 
ground in the tower mainte-
nance building, allowing the 
equipment to be protected from 
weather elements that         
corroded the previous system.  

Total project cost exceeded 
$90,000.  Through the generous 
giving of our donors, WTLW 
was able to pay cash for the 
entire project.  Television 
broadcasting is an expensive 
outreach, but well worth the 
cost. We sincerely appreciate 
your partnership in donating to 
capital projects that are vital 
for us to continue Witnessing 
The Living Word to West    
Central Ohio. 

Tower Light Project Completed 

A tower climber is hoisted into 
position near the top of the tower. 

WTLW’s Sports Report is 
back after being on summer 
hiatus. The staff started off 
with a bang by previewing 60 
area high school football teams.  
Joining the crew is Chris 
Parks, a transplant from West-
ern Pennsylvania.  Chris is a 
graduate of Clarion University 
where he covered athletic 
events for the school’s TV   

channel.  No longer with the 
team this year is Delphos     
native, Darren Looser, who 
took a position with an all-
sports channel in Tampa.  
Adam Kohler returned to his 
home state of South Carolina.  
Be sure to watch Tuesday 
through Saturday at 10 pm for 
great local sports coverage. 

Sports Report Returns for Fall 

Andy Lynch serves up barbecue 
for the Crestview mascot using 
the Holland Grill, the official grill 
of Sports Report. 


